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local origin and composition, with trade unionists
predominating in some places and Socialists in
others. Very early, however, these parties showed
a tendency to division that indicated a clash of in-
compatible elements. Single taxers, greenbackers,
labor leaders, grangers, and socialists were agreed
only in condemning existing public policy. When
they came to consider the question of what new
policy should be adopted, they immediately mani-
fested irreconcilable differences. In 1888, rival
national conventions were held in Cincinnati, one
designating itself as the Union Labor party, the
other as the United Labor party. One made a
schedule of particular demands; the other insisted
on the single tax as the consummation of their pur-
pose in seeking reform. Both put presidential
tickets in the field, but of the two the Union Labor
party made by far the better showing at the polls
though, even so, it polled fewer votes than did the
National Prohibition party. Although making no
very considerable showing at the polls these new
movements were very significant as evidences
of popular unrest. The fact that the heaviest
vote of the Union Labor party was polled in the
agricultural States of Kansas, Missouri, and
Texas, was a portent of the sweep of the populist